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1.  INTRODUCTION  
 
The Council needs to ensure that there is an adequate supply of land and 
buildings for different businesses and their activities in the Borough. It is also 
useful for the Council to be aware of schemes for non-commercial facilities (e.g. 
for health, education and leisure etc.) because of the important role they have in 
providing special services for the community. 
 
This Position Statement is intended to provide an up-to-date picture and simple 
summary of land available for commercial or non-commercial development. It 
also sets out what developments have been completed. The document is 
generally published annually and represents the position at 1 April 2009. It covers 
the period 1 April 2008 to 31 March 2009. 
 
Commercial or non-residential sites with outstanding planning permission, under 
construction or complete at 31 March 2009 are listed by the type of activity  
(Town & Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987)1 and then by settlement. 
 
Further information on the Position Statement can be obtained from the Spatial 
Planning team as follows: 
 
Spatial Planning 
Dacorum Borough Council 
Civic Centre 
Marlowes 
Hemel Hempstead 
Herts  
HP1 1HH 
 
Tel: 01442 228383 
 
E-mail: spatial.planning@dacorum.gov.uk 
 

                                            
1 This groups together similar activities into broad use classes. Generally, planning permission is 
required for a change of use between different classes but not for activities within the same class. 

Note: The information presented in the Position Statement is given in good 
faith and without prejudice on the part of Dacorum Borough Council. 
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2. EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 
(a)  General  
 
• Sites listed as either floorspace commitments (i.e. with planning permission 

and either not started or under construction) or completions have a formal 
planning permission.  The list of commitments can be found in sections 4 to 
14, whilst the completions are set out in Section 16. All figures are gross (i.e. 
they do not take into account losses) and are based on gross external 
floorspace measurements. 

 
• Floorspace losses can be found in the tables in Sections 15 and 17.  

 
• Those subject to incomplete s.106 agreements are listed separately in this 

document. They should not be regarded as formal commitments because 
planning permission has not yet been granted. However, it is useful to list 
these as they give an indication of likely future floorspace.  
 

(b) Explanation of Town & Country Planning Use Classes Order (1987): 
 
 CLASS A1 Shops 
 

 CLASS A2 Financial & Professional Services 
 

 CLASS A3 Restaurants & Café 
 CLASS A4 Drinking Establishments 
 CLASS A5 Hot Food Take-aways 
 

 CLASS B1 Business (Office, Research & Development and  
  Light Industrial) 
 

 CLASS B2 General Industrial 
 

 CLASS B8 Storage or distribution 
 

 CLASS C1 Hotels 
 

 CLASS C2 Residential Institutions 
 

 CLASS D1 Non-Residential Institutions 
 

 CLASS D2 Assembly & Leisure 
 
 Further explanation of each Use Class is provided in the Town and 

Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (S.I. 1987/764). 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

N.B. (a) Class C3 in the Use Classes Order refers to “dwelling houses”.  
Information on this can be found in the “Residential Land 
Position Statement”, which is also published in April. 

 
 (b) Certain Planning Uses do not fall within a specific class within 

the Use Classes Order (referred to as ‘Sui Generis’).  For the 
purposes of this document planning permissions are denoted as 
Use Class “OT” (Other). 
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 (c) Schedules 

The following column headings are used throughout the Position Statement: 

 
Column 
Heading 

Comments 

Settlement Any settlement ending with “(S)” refers to a site falling within 
an identified urban or village boundary defined on the 
proposal maps to the Dacorum Borough Local Plan 1991 – 
2011. Those without the designation are sites close to but 
outside of these settlements or are villages not identified in the 
Plan. 
   

Appl No. This is the Council’s reference number for the development. 
The planning application number has one of the following 
suffixes: 
 
BPA   Borough Council Planning Application. 
CDP   County Deemed Permission. 
CMA   County Matter Application. 
CPA   County Council Planning Application. 
FUL Full planning permission. 
GOV   Government planning application. 
MFA   Major Full Application 
MOA  Major Outline Application 
OUT Outline planning consent granted. 
RES Reserved Matters approval to outline planning consent. 
ROC   Removal of a condition. 
STU    Statutory Undertaker. 
 

Planning Status U/C – Site is under construction. 
Development 
Type 

This is made up of a combination of the following: 
 
A – Alteration 
C - Change of Use/Conversion 
D -  Demolition 
E – Extension 
N - New build 
 

Address These are not in street name order. 
Floorspace This refers to the gross gain in floorspace. 

 

Specific Use The column helps identify in more detail the type of floorspace 
involved within a particular Use Class. 
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(d) The Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) (Amendment) 
(England) Order 2005 
 
The Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) (Amendment) (England) Order 
2005 came into force on 21st April 2005. It makes significant changes to the 
subdivision of Use Class A3 (food and drink) with the creation of two additional 
Use Classes, A4 (drinking establishments) and A5 (hot food takeaways). Given 
the relatively limited number of applications for these uses the document 
refers to these collectively and for convenience under the “A3 – A5 Use 
Class” heading throughout the Position Statement. 
 
In addition the amended Order confirms that nightclubs do not fall specifically into 
any use class and are, as a result sui generis (i.e. a development which requires 
specific permission and is not covered by any Use Class). 
 
Internet cafes, where the primary purpose of the premises is to "provide facilities 
for enabling, members of the public to access the internet" are now to be included 
within Class A1 (Shops). 
 
 

3. ADDITIONAL NOTES 
 
 
(a) The floorspace associated with the outline planning permission for a 

warehouse development on land adjacent to Woodwells Farm, Buncefield 
Lane, Hemel Hempstead (4/1287/95) is that remaining after implementation of 
reserved matters 4/1385/98 (see Section 9). 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 




































































