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1.0 Vehicular Crossings over

Amenity Greens Policy

overview

This policy is managed and adhered
to by the housing service. This
policy will be reviewed regularly to
ensure compliance with
government legislation, guidance
and good practice.
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1.1 Introduction

Following the huge growth in car ownership and
consequent difficulties in on-street parking since
Dacorum Borough Council’s (DBC’s) estates were
built, this policy sets out how DBC will handle
applications for vehicular crossings over its amenity
greens.

This policy does not cover other statutory or policy
criteria that a crossing would also need to comply
with, namely criteria set by the Council’s Planning
Department and Hertfordshire Highways Authority.
Where relevant, the criteria detailed in this policy are
consistent with current Hertfordshire Highways
criteria.

The criteria detailed in this policy will not be applied
retrospectively to crossings formerly approved under
the terms of previous policy criteria.

1.2 Aim(s) of the policy:

The aims of this policy are to;

e Balance support for the provision of
additional parking opportunities alongside the
views of residents who wish to retain green
spaces

e Maintain a safe, sustainable and pleasant
environment for residents

e Apply consistent criteria when a resident
(whether a council tenant or not) applies for a
vehicular crossing over a landscaped area
managed by DBC Housing Service

1.3 Links to the council’s
corporate aims:

e This policy supports the council’s corporate
priorities, which are set out in
‘Delivering for Dacorum’ — Corporate Plan

In particular:
e Aclean, safe and enjoyable environment
e Providing good quality affordable homes, in
particular for those most in need
e Delivering an efficient modern council

1.4 Equality and diversity

The council is committed to promoting equality of
opportunity in housing services and has procedures in
place to ensure that all Applicants and Tenants are
treated fairly and without unlawful discrimination.

1.5 Policy Statement(s)

We will approve applications for an easement to
construct a vehicular crossing over an amenity green if
the criteria listed below are met (see 2.1).

We will notify the applicant of our decision within 28
days. If the application is refused then the grounds
will be stated (see 2.2).

The applicant may ask for a review of an adverse
decision following the procedure below (see 2.3).

If the applicant is not satisfied with how the
application/review is dealt with, they can lodge a
complaint (see 2.4)

DBC tenants must fulfil separate conditions that apply
specifically to the construction of a parking pad within
the curtilage of their home (see 2.5).

The Council is required to respond to any local or
national restrictions imposed by central government.
The administration of this and other Council policies
could, therefore, be impacted by a pandemic or other
emergency for the period that such restrictions are in
operation.


https://www.dacorum.gov.uk/docs/default-source/council-democracy/corporate-plan-2020-2025.pdf?sfvrsn=ba6f089e_8
https://www.dacorum.gov.uk/docs/default-source/council-democracy/corporate-plan-2020-2025.pdf?sfvrsn=ba6f089e_8
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2.0 Vehicular Crossings over
Amenity Greens Policy Detail

2.1) Criteria

An application for an easement to construct a
vehicular crossing over a verge, green or other
landscaped area will be approved if the following
criteria are met:

1. Parking:
The crossing must not be used as a parking space.
The application will only be considered if-there is
sufficient space within the curtilage of the
property for a suitable parking area/pad. The
depth of the parking area should be a minimum of
4.8 metres.

2. Dimensions:

e Steep gradients (slopes) can cause serious
problems when entering or leaving the
property. The gradient of the crossing must
not be steeper than 1in 10 (10%).

e The width of the crossing should be between
2.4 and 3 metres along its length over the
verge, green or other area. This is equivalent
to a single width crossing. A wider crossing
will only be considered where this will provide
a proven safety benefit to the applicant or to
others.

e The verge, green or other land that is crossed
over should not normally exceed 5 metres in
length (this measurement excludes any
footpaths). Where the boundary of this piece
of land is irregular, the length will be
measured as the average. Applications for
crossings exceeding this length will be
considered, but the Council’s approval
(providing all other criteria are met) will be
subject to the outcome of consultation with
other residents occupying properties adjoining
the land in question and with the Planning
Department.

o Where approval is given for a crossing
exceeding 5 metres in length, the crossing is
to be constructed of a porous pavement grid
system.

3. Position:
o The position of the crossing must be at least
10 metres away from a road junction.
e The crossing must not cross over more than
two footpaths.

4. Obstructions
The Crossing will not be approved if:

e There is a parking bay (or other existing off
street parking provision), bus stop or lay-by at
the proposed access point to the property.

e There is any immovable object on the
carriageway or footpath that would prevent
construction of the crossing. This includes
features such as drainage gullies, trees,
telegraph poles and lighting columns.

Where the above criteria are not met and the
applicant or a member of the applicant’s household
has a chronic medical condition that affects his/her
mobility, the application may still be considered.
However, this will only apply where the criteria in
guestion do not relate to safety issues.

Where approval for a crossing is given, this is subject
to all other necessary Planning and Highways
approvals being granted.

2.2) Decision

On receipt of an application for a vehicular crossing,
we will notify the applicant in writing of our decision
within 28 days.

If the application is refused, the notification will
clearly state the grounds for refusal.

2.3) Review

The applicant may ask for a review of an adverse
decision within 28 days of the date of notification. The
request for review needs to be made in writing (by
letter or e-mail) and addressed to the Director of
Housing. The reason(s) for the review must be clearly
stated in the letter or e-mail and any supporting
information provided at the same time.

We will seek to resolve and respond to the request for
review within 21 days. If the matter is complex and
requires a longer period of time for investigation, we
will inform the applicant of this with a date by which
they should expect to receive notification of the
outcome.
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2.4) Complaints

If the applicant is not satisfied with how the initial
application or review have been dealt with, he/she
may lodge a complaint with the Council which will be
investigated within the terms of our complaints
procedure.

If the applicant remains dissatisfied following our
response to his/her complaint, he/she may refer the
matter to the Housing Ombudsman Service.

2.5) DBC Tenants

DBC tenants are required to fulfil separate conditions
that apply specifically to the construction of a parking
pad within the curtilage of their home, so must first
complete and submit a request for permission for an
improvement for alteration to their home.

There is more information on our website: Making
Improvements to your Home

The first step would be to Request Improvements or
Alterations to your Council Home



http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/housing/current-tenant/repairs-and-home-maintenance/home-improvement
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/housing/current-tenant/repairs-and-home-maintenance/home-improvement
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/housing/current-tenant/repairs-and-home-maintenance/home-improvement/tenants-request-for-improvements-or-alterations-form
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/housing/current-tenant/repairs-and-home-maintenance/home-improvement/tenants-request-for-improvements-or-alterations-form

3.0
Links to other corporate
documents

This policy links to and should be read in
conjunction with the following strategies,
policies and other documents:

e Asset Management Strategy

e Aids and Adaptations Policy

e Herts County Council Vehicle Cross
Over Terms and Conditions

4.0
Legislation

Highways Act 1980


https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/media-library/documents/highways/dropped-kerb-terms-and-conditions-apr-2019.pdf
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/media-library/documents/highways/dropped-kerb-terms-and-conditions-apr-2019.pdf

