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August 2009

Welcome to External Funding Monthly, Dacorum Borough Council’s e-newsletter
offering information & advice on funding opportunities from outside sources including
the European Union, National Lottery, UK Government, Trusts, Foundations & other
grant giving bodies.

This newsletter is for all officers & members of Dacorum Borough Council, as well as
partnerships, Town & Parish Councils and voluntary & community groups that work
within the Borough. If you know of anyone else that would like to receive this e-
newsletter please contact the External Funding Officer, Sue Butt, on tel. 01442
228789 or via e-mail at: externalfunding@dacorum.gov.uk.

Hi Everyone
Welcome to the August edition of External Funding Monthly.

Focus’ this month is on additional support recently announced to help third sector
organisations through the recession.

Next month’s issue (September) will be my last newsletter as | have accepted a new
career opportunity at Bucks County Council. Please therefore get in touch if you
have any funding questions or queries before | leave.

Kind regards
Sue Butt

Corporate External Funding Officer
[e-mail: sue.butt@dacorum.gov.uk tel. 01442 228789]
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Extra Support During the Recession

The Big Lottery Fund (BIG) — response to the recession

BIG has recently announced that an additional £43 million is to be invested across
the UK to tackle the longer-term effects of the recession on the UK’s communities.
BIG is working closely with stakeholders to determine what form the support will
take, but it is thought it could include targeted funding for specific services such as
debt advice and support to help train increasing numbers of volunteers.

Responding to the increasing pressure facing the Voluntary and Community Sector
(VCS), BIG has also reprioritised and refocused its portfolio and increased the
budgets of some of its most popular programmes this year, to the tune of around
£45million. All these adjustments have been made to help get funding fast to where
VCS voices are saying it is needed most.

The move includes a £20million increase in Reaching Communities (England), a
programme through which VCS organisations can access up to £500,000 for up to
five years. A £7.2 million boost to the BASIS programme will help build capacity in
the sector.

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/pr 250609 uk cor_big response to help uk

Hardship Fund Opens for Applications

The Community Development Foundation, has announced that the £16.7 million
Hardship Fund is now open for applications. The Hardship Fund will provide grant
support to third sector organisations in England delivering front-line services to the
most vulnerable and disadvantaged people in society. Grants of between £50,000
and £250,000 are available to support organisations in England with a turnover of at
least £200,000 that are in financial hardship as a result of the recession, which is
impacting on their ability to deliver services in the following areas; health and social
care; housing support; education and training; and information, advice and guidance.
Grants will be paid from October 2009 and need to be spent by September 2010.
Applications can be submitted at any time during the lifetime of the fund.
http://www.cdf.org.uk/web/quest/hardship-fund

Free Services to VCS organisations

A recent article in Third Sector Magazine (14" July 2009) highlighted some of the
main suppliers of ‘pro bono’ services (supply of free services to voluntary and
community organisations). Below is a copy of the list of suppliers listed in the article
for your reference and use:

> Charity Property Help (www.charitypropertyhelp.com)

A new service for registered charities set up by the Royal Institute of Chartered
Surveyors (RICS). Charitable organisations can receive one hour of free property
advice from a qualified RICS chartered surveyor.

> The Glass House (http://www.theglasshouse.org.uk)

Offer free design training for community groups working on regeneration projects that
include play areas, open spaces, housing and community buildings. This training is
delivered throughout the year and can be provided for groups locally.
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> |TACommunities (www.it4communities.org.uk)
Is a UK wide national IT volunteering programme. They can help charities,
community groups and social enterprises to access free IT support from IT
professional volunteers.

Their main areas of activity are:

e Helping charities and community/voluntary groups to find volunteers to help
with their IT needs

e Helping IT professionals to find suitable IT volunteering opportunities

e Providing support for volunteering projects from project definition to project
completion

> Law Works for Community Groups (www.lawworks.org.uk)
This project provides free legal advice to small charities, not for profit, voluntary
and community organisations and social enterprises using volunteer lawyers.
They can help with a wide variety of legal work including company law,
employment law, intellectual property law, property law, charity law; tax/VAT law;
insolvency and help in drafting contingency plans; insurance law; health and
safety law; general contractual / commercial matters etc. You can apply online
where project staff from LawWorks will review your application and if succesful will
try and match you with a volunteer legal advisor who provides the legal advice for
free.

> ProHelp

(http://www.bitc.org.uk/community/employee volunteering/prohelp/community gettin
g_support/index.html)

An initiative of Business in the Community that has created a network of pro bono
companies interested in supporting local community and voluntary services in their
area.

> The Cranfield Trust (www.cranfieldtrust.org)

Is a national charitable trust that provides free management consultancy to charitable
and social enterprise organisations. Skilled mangers from the commercial sector act
as ‘Trust volunteers’ and can provide advice and mentoring on a range of issues
including business planning, financial management, marketing, human resources and
developing IT systems.
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LATEST FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Quick guide to eligibility:

Local Authority LA
Registered Charity
Social Enterprise

Voluntary or Community Group VC
Town or Parish Council
Individuals

Reducing crime and creating a safer Dacorum

Hilden Charitable Fund Ch

The Hilden Charitable Fund has announced that the next deadline for submitting
applications is the 11th September 2009. Within the UK, the Hilden Charitable Fund
makes grants to projects that address disadvantages, notably by supporting causes
which are less likely to raise funds from public subscriptions. In particular, the Fund
wants to support projects that address homelessness, minorities, and penal affairs.
Preference is given to supporting small community organisations with an income of
less than £200,000 per year. During 2007 / 08 the value of the average grant given
was £5,000.

Creating a cleaner and healthier environment

Government Announces Extension to Low Carbon Buildings Programme
Phase 2 Programme LA Ch [l

Following an announcement that the Low Carbon Buildings Programme Phase 2
grants programme was to be closed at the end of June 2009, the Government has
decided to extend the programme until April 2011 by investing a further £35 million
into the scheme. Through this programme public sector organisations (including
schools, hospitals, housing associations and local authorities) and charitable bodies
can apply for grants of up to £200,000 for the installation of microgeneration
technologies such as biomass boilers, air and water sourced heat pumps, hydro and
wind turbines, etc. Applications to the Low Carbon Buildings Programme Phase 2
can be submitted at any time.

http://www.lowcarbonbuildingsphase?2.org.uk/

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation - Food Strand
The aim of the Food strand is a £3 million funding strand over three years (2008 -
2011) with the aim of promoting an understanding of the role of food in enhancing
quality of life. It will prioritise the enjoyment and experience of food rather than its
production and we seek to enable as many people in the UK as possible to access,
prepare and eat nutritious, sustainable food.
The Foundation are keen to support work which enhances quality of life, this will
include the following:
e Improving access to appropriate, diverse and sustainable food in areas where
availability is limited
e Exploring or enhancing understanding of the impact of food on wider well-
being
o Demonstrating the positive role of food in a social context or how food can
contribute to community cohesion


http://www.lowcarbonbuildingsphase2.org.uk/

e Developing leadership in food policy and/or enabling greater connection

among currently diverse food-related interests

e Scaling up effective local or regional practice that deserves a wider platform

e Strategic or exceptional work that supports the development of sustainable

food systems.
The Foundation is interested in work that influences policy and practice across a
range of food-related areas. The Foundation expect to support a mix of practical
projects that have wide significance, and some research and policy based work.
Previously funded projects include;

e Community Food Enterprise Ltd which received a £70,000 grant towards the
costs over two years of the continued operation of existing Social Food outlets
and expansion of the service into new areas.

e Local Food Links Ltd, which received a grant of £99,204 towards the scale-up
of the Local Food Links hot school meals service in Dorset over two years
and to explore the provision of a user-led catering service for older people

Applications can be submitted at any time.
http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/funding/food.html

Ecominds Announces Closing Dates Ch BE VC

Mind, is the leading mental health charity, has announced that due to the large
number of applications received by its Ecomind programme, it is now introducing
closing dates for its remaining unallocated funds. Through the Ecominds
programme, Mind will fund a range of community and voluntary groups who want to
encourage people with experience of mental distress to get involved in environmental
projects, such as improving open spaces and wildlife habitats, designing public art
and recycling. Funding is also open to commercial organisations for projects that
operate on a non commercial basis and statutory bodies working in partnership with
the third sector. Launched in 2008, Ecominds had a total of £7.5 million to distribute
to around 125 projects. The closing dates announced are; 12:00 noon on Friday the
30th October 2009 for large bids (£60,001 to £150,000); 12:00 noon on Friday the
8th January 2010 for Medium bids (20,001 to £60,000); and 12:00 noon on
Wednesday the 30th J! une 2010 for Small bids (up to £20,000). Ecominds is
particularly keen to encourage application for small grants which are currently not
oversubscribed. To be eligible for funding projects must have both a mental health
and environmental perspective; involve people with direct experience of mental
distress; encourage community access, collaboration, and improve the environment
and environmental sustainability; and have a budget of under £250,000.
http://www.mind.org.uk/ecominds/

Delivering lifelong learning

No new opportunities to report on this month.

Encouraging business and local employment

No new opportunities to report on this month.

Meeting housing need

No new opportunities to report on this month.
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Promoting culture, arts, leisure and tourism

Grants to Help New, Innovative Visual Arts Projects [l

The Elephant Trust offers grants to artists and institutions (priority is given to small
organisations and galleries) for new, innovative visual arts projects based in the UK.
The Trust's aim is to make it possible for artists and those presenting their work to
undertake and complete projects when confronted by lack of funds. The Trust
supports projects that develop and improve the knowledge, understanding and
appreciation of the fine arts. The Trust normally awards grants of up to £2,000, but
larger grants may be considered. The next deadline for the submission of
applications is 21 September 2009.
http://www.elephanttrust.org.uk/docs/therecipients.html

Non-Turf Pitch Grants

The Lord’s Taverners, which aims to give young people, particularly those with
special needs, an opportunity to participate in recreational cricket, has announced
that funding of up to £6,000 is available in 2009 for the installation of non-turf pitches,
practice ends and nets. Applicants can be England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
affiliated clubs, individual schools or other organisations directly involved in the
development of youth cricket. but must be approved by the Cricket Development
Manager at your local County Cricket Board. Awards do not normally exceed the
following levels: non-turf match pitch (£3,000); non-turf practice ends (£2,000); and
outdoor nets (£1,000). Applications can be made at any time.
http://lordstaverners.org/taverners.cfm?menuid=1&menupos=8

Encouraging community involvement

Hertfordshire Locality Budget Scheme Ch BE VC

Are you a member of a local community group or charity which would benefit from a
funding boost? If so, help could be close at hand in the shape of the Locality Budget
scheme from Hertfordshire County Council. Each of Hertfordshire’s 77 county
council members has a £10,000 Locality Budget to spend on worthwhile projects in
their community that promote social, economic or environmental wellbeing. Leader
of Hertfordshire County Council, Robert Gordon said: “Councillors know their patch
as well as anyone. We want to tap into their local knowledge to make sure that the
money we have set aside to help local communities gets to the right places. "This is
a great opportunity for worthwhile projects to get a welcome funding boost and for
councillors to live up to their role as community champions.” Proposals must be
discussed with your local county councillor before completing your
application. Visit www.hertsdirect.org/localitybudget and complete the application
form online. Application forms are also available from the local library or by calling
0300 123 4040. Once submitted, your application will be reviewed by your local
county councillor who will recommend whether the grant should be awarded. A
formal decision will then be made by the council’s chief legal officer and you will be
notified as to whether or not your request has been successful in writing or by
email.

More information, including frequently asked questions, can be found at
www.hertsdirect.org/localitybudget
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£70 Million Communitybuilders Programme Launched CH BE VC

The Adventure Capital Fund (ACF), in partnership with Futurebuilders and the
Community Alliance has announced the launch of the new £70 Million
Communitybuilders programme. The aim of the programme is to help build more
cohesive, engaged and active communities through investment in community-led
organisations looking to develop long term viability. Communitybuilders is designed
to help community-led organisations work towards long-term financial stability and
away from grant dependency so they can continue to meet the needs of their
communities for future generations. Interested organisations will be able to apply for
a mixture of loans and grants and have access to expert support and mentoring
services. Organisations that are interested in applying for funding should register
their interest by phoning 0191 261 5200.

http://www.communitybuildersfund.org.uk

BT Community Website Builder CA BE VC

The BT Community Website Builder allows registered UK charities, non-profit
making organisations and volunteer led groups to build and maintain their own
website free of charge. For more information visit www.communitykit.co.uk.

HBOS Foundation and Lloyds TSB Foundations Ch

Following the acquisition of HBOS plc by Lloyds TSB plc on 19 January 2009
resulting in Lloyds Banking Group, a review of the new group’s community
investment is in progress. As one of the first changes made as a result of this
review, the grant-making activities of the HBOS Foundation will be replaced by the
Lloyds TSB Foundations’ grants programmes. This ensures a simple approach,
with one point of contact for charities wishing to make a grant application. There
are four Lloyds TSB Foundations covering England and Wales, Scotland, Northern
Ireland and the Channel Islands. Please note that your organisation will need to
meet the programme criteria of the relevant Lloyds TSB Foundation. To apply for a
grant, charities should visit the website for the region of the UK in which they are
registered, where there are also details of the charities and projects previously
supported.

Meeting the needs of children and young people

The Peter Cruddas Foundation Ch

The Peter Cruddas Foundation gives priority to programmes designed to help
disadvantaged and disengaged young people to pursue their education (including
vocational) and more generally develop their potential whether through sport or
recreation, voluntary programmes or otherwise. Preference will be given to the
support of projects undertaken by charitable organisations for the benefit of such
people. Consideration may be also given in certain circumstances for individual
support but only on referral from appropriate sponsor organisations.

Priority funding streams for 2009:

» Pathways/support for young disadvantaged or disengaged young people into
mainstream education, training or employment

* Crime diversion schemes

» Work experience/skills projects for young people

» Mentoring of young people in London

* General youth work in London

The Peter Cruddas Foundation can only donate to UK registered charities.

If in any doubt about your eligibility or project, please contact the Foundation
Administrator for advice.

www.thepetercruddasfoundation.org
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Youth Music to Launch New Grant Making Programme Ch

Youth Music, the UK's largest children's music charity has announced that its grant
making programme is how open for applications. Through its Open Programme,
grants of between £5,000 and £30,000 will be available to support projects that
provide structured, regular and progressive music-making activities for children and
young people in support of Youth Music's goals of working with Early Years, Children
and Young People in Challenging Circumstances, Encouraging Talent and Workforce
Development. To be eligible, projects will need to work with children and young
people aged 0-18 years (or up to 25 if they have special educational needs,
disabilities or are in detention) and children and young people will be at the heart of
the decision making for all projects. There will be a number of funding rounds
throughout the year and the first closing date for applications is the 10th
August 2009.

http://www.youthmusic.org.uk

Prime Minister Launches New Youth Leadership Fund CH BE VC

Gordon Brown has launched a major youth leadership programme for young people
aged 13 to 19 aiming to increase the opportunities for them to lead change in their
communities. The programme which is led by a partnership of charities headed by
the Young Foundation has a total budget of £1 million to support organisation
through two funding schemes. Grants of between £5,000 and £20,000 are available
for organisations working with young people to scale up their operations or projects
to the next level. The next funding deadline for Scaling Up grants will be in the
Autumn. Organisations with a proven track record can also apply for a limited number
of "Reaching Out" grants of between £75,000 and £100,000 to set up new projects.
The next funding deadline for "Reaching Out" grants is the 20th November 2009.
http://www.theyouthoftoday.org

The Pears Foundation Ch

Through charitable donations, the Pears Foundation seeks to empower
individuals, particularly young people, to become active members of their
communities, by promoting positive identities based on education, social action and
volunteering. In the past five years the Foundation has committed more than £20m
to charitable causes. It supports projects that help to promote a diverse and
inclusive society. Examples include the Eastside Young Leaders Academy, set up
for African Caribbean boys in east London.

www.pearsfoundation.org.uk

Funding to Develop Media Skills of Disadvantaged Young People Ch BE VC
Mediabox, a Department for Children, Schools and Families fund to enable
disadvantaged 13-19 year olds living in England the opportunity to develop and
produce creative media projects, using print, television, film, radio or online platforms,
has announced that its Mix Mediabox funding scheme will open for applications
on the 10th August 2009. Through its Mix Mediabox scheme, grants of between
£5,000 and £20,000 are available to organisations that bring together young people
from diverse economic backgrounds, faiths or geographic areas to work on a media
project. This grant scheme supports projects that enable young people to work with
older members of their community, to create media projects that encourage
communities to gain a better understanding of each other and promote community
cohesion. In addition funding is also currently available through the Mini Mediabox
scheme. This provides grants of £1,000 to £5,000 and is open to grassroots and
community youth organisations for youth led media projects. Previous projects
supported through Mediabox includes Kent Refugee Action Network which delivered
a series of animation workshops to 20 young unaccompanied asylum seekers. The
project resulted in the production of four quality animation shorts that illustrate
different aspects of the journey of a young person to the UK; and Media Mash Up
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which received funding to give young people from very diverse backgrounds in
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Milton Keynes the opportunity to try
their hands at film, print, radio and mixed media techniques.
http://www.media-box.co.uk/funding

Beacon Initiative - Equality and Diversity Workforce Grants Ch BE VC
Children England, the national charity working for Children and Families has
announced that it is seeking applications for funding through the Beacon Initiative -
Equality and Diversity Workforce Grants scheme. The aim of the scheme which is
being funded through the Children Workforce Development Council is to support
projects that develop and promote innovative practice in the field of equality and
diversity. The funding is available to local, sub-regional and regional voluntary and
community sector service delivery organisations working with children young people
and families. The maximum sum will be £2500 per organisation and there will be a
total of 10 grants. The closing date for applications is the 1st September 2009.
Successful applicants will be notified by 31 September, 2009.

The Pears Foundation Ch

Through charitable donations, the Pears Foundation seeks to empower individuals,
particularly young people, to become active members of their communities, by
promoting positive identities based on education, social action and volunteering. In
the past five years the Foundation has committed more than £20 million to
charitable causes. It supports projects that help to promote a diverse and inclusive
society. Examples include the Eastside Young Leaders Academy, set up for African
Caribbean boys in east London, and a donation of £2m towards a specialist unit for
older people. For more information, see www.pearsfoundation.org.uk.

Third Sector Investment Programme for the Innovation, Excellence and Service
Development Fund Ch BE VC

The Department of Health has announced that the Third Sector Investment
Programme for the Innovation, Excellence and Service Development Fund for 2010-
11 is now open for applications. The fund which is open to voluntary organisations
providing a service similar to a service provided by the National Health Service or by
local authority social services aims to support the work of third sector organisations
with a clear focus on supporting and driving forward new ideas, excellence and
developments in health and social services. Projects that are eligible for funding
under this scheme must also address one of the following cross cutting themes;
information, advice, advocacy and support; personalisation and dignity; community
and user involvement and peer support; promoting, supporting and maintaining
positive behaviour in terms of health; and reducing inequalities in health. There is no
minimum or maximum funding that organisations can apply for. However under the
previous! scheme the average grant awarded was around £50,000. There is a two
stage application process. Outline proposals need to be submitted by the 4th
September 2009. Those organisations that are successful at this stage will be invited
to submit detailed applications by the 27th November 2009.

Funding to Prevent the Misuse of Alcohol Ch BE VC

Organisations working to tackle alcohol misuse and raise awareness about the
impact of alcohol misuse in the community have the opportunity to apply for funding
through the Drinkaware Tust Awareness Project Grant scheme. The main objectives
of the trust is to help reduce alcohol misuse, reduce alcohol related injuries and
change the drinking culture in the UK. The Awareness Project Grant scheme is
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intended to help organisations develop existing and successful alcohol-awareness
projects for people aged under 18 or between 25 and 44. Grants fall into 3
categories: community based work, alcohol education work and projects focusing on
generating new approaches to alcohol misuse that have the potential to be rolled out
to a wider audience. The Awareness Project Grants are made up to the value of
£25,000 for the development of existing alcohol awareness schemes. Applications
can be submitted at any time.

http://www.drinkaware.co.uk/grants

Meeting the needs of older poeple

Music Grants for Older People Ch

The registered charity, Concertina makes grants to charitable bodies which provide
musical entertainment and related activities for the elderly. The charity is particular
keen to support smaller organisations which might otherwise find it difficult to gain
funding. Since its inception in 2004, it has made grants to a wide range of charitable
organisations nationwide in England and Wales. These include funds to many care
homes for the elderly to provide musical entertainment for their residents. Some of
the charities that have received grants from the charity include Age Concern,
Exmouth which received a grant for entertainments for the elderly in Exmouth and
surrounding areas and Sue Ryder Care, Lancashire to fund access to music therapy
workshops at Birchley Hall near Wigan and St Helen's. The next application
deadline is the 31st October 2009.

http://www.concertinamusic.org.uk/

FORTHCOMING FUNDRAISING TRAINING COURSES

Demonstrating Outcomes - September 8th or 10" London

How do you measure growth in self-esteem, put a value on independence or
calibrate hope? If you work in fields such as social care, housing, health and
disability, children and young people, employment, faith-based projects or
international development — you will be changing lives in ways which few funders
or policy makers fully appreciate.

‘Demonstrating Outcomes' is an intensive, one-day workshop designed to help
you demonstrate the real worth of the services which you provide and your impact
on the quality of life of your beneficiaries. The training focuses primarily on how to
measure 'soft outcomes' — those changes in individual capacity and quality of life,
to which a crude, quantitative 'numbers count' will never do justice.

The course is presented by Nick Priggis of Action Planning, an experienced
trainer who has worked for seventeen years in community development. It is
limited to 20 participants and helps you apply a range of participatory evaluation
tools which can show just how far your clients, volunteers and beneficiaries have
come since being involved with your project. It will provide:

e an understanding of how to measure outcomes

o tools to measure 'softer' qualitative outcomes

e Opportunity to test these tools

e pointers on how to use evaluation to maximise your fundraising
The participation fee is £185 and includes VAT, all course resources and lunch.
http://www.actionplanning.co.uk/outcomes.pdf
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USEFUL FUNDING RESOURCES

Search for funding opportunities at ‘Grants 4: Dacorum’ for FREE at
http://www.grantsonline.org.uk

Community Action Dacorum provides specialist funding advice to local voluntary and
community groups including the management of the new Grassroots Grants
Programme

Hertfordshire County Council’s funding information portal. Useful toolkits, funding
databases and local grant information.

An online guide for voluntary and community groups seeking grant aid applicable to
Hertfordshire. http://www.funding4herts.org.uk

12
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ACCESSIBILITY

This publication is about Dacorum's external
funding service. If you would like this information
provided in any other language or another way,
then please telephone 01442 2287809.
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For further details on anything featured in this newsletter please contact Sue Butt,
Corporate External Funding Officer, Dacorum Borough Council, Civic Centre, Marlowes,
Hemel Hempstead HP1 1HH.

Tel. 01442 228789, E-mail: sue.butt@dacorum.gov.uk. Website:
www.dacorum.gov.uk

Information in this newsletter is sourced and provided by Grants Online and the
websites of the funders mentioned. Funding opportunities constantly change and
whilst every effort is made to ensure the information within this newsletter is
accurate this cannot be guaranteed.
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