
 1 

 

 

 

EExxtteerrnnaall  FFuunnddiinngg  MMoonntthhllyy  
  

July 2009 
  

Welcome to External Funding Monthly, Dacorum Borough Council’s e-newsletter 
offering information & advice on funding opportunities from outside sources including 
the European Union, National Lottery, UK Government, Trusts, Foundations & other 
grant giving bodies.  
 
This newsletter is for all officers & members of Dacorum Borough Council, as well as 
partnerships, Town & Parish Councils and voluntary & community groups that work 
within the Borough.  If you know of anyone else that would like to receive this e-
newsletter please contact the External Funding Officer, Sue Butt, on tel. 01442 
228789 or via e-mail at: externalfunding@dacorum.gov.uk.   
 
 

Hi Everyone 
 
Welcome to the July edition of External Funding Monthly. 
 
‘Focus’ this month is on the new Comic Relief grants programme for 2009-11 that 
has recently been launched following the fantastically successful Red Nose Day 
2009 fundraising campaign which has so far raised over £78 million (with donations 
still coming in!). 
 
*STOP PRRESS* 
This year’s Hertfordshire Funding Fair will be taking place on Wednesday 14th 
October 2009 at the Fielder Centre, Hatfield.  Put the date in your diary now and 
further details will be circulated over the coming months. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Sue Butt 
Corporate External Funding Officer 
[e-mail: sue.butt@dacorum.gov.uk    tel. 01442 228789] 
 

 

mailto:externalfunding@dacorum.gov.uk
mailto:sue.butt@dacorum.gov.uk
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NNeeww  CCoommiicc  RReelliieeff  GGrraannttss  PPrrooggrraammmmee    
 

Red Nose Day UK Programme (2009-12) 

 
Following the review of its grant making programme, Comic Relief has recently 
announced that it is now accepting applications for grants through its Red Nose 
Day Programmes (2009 -12).  Comic Relief are keen to make sure that their 
funding reaches all parts of the UK, especially areas which often miss out, such as 
rural communities.  
 
Grants are currently available through the following programme areas: 

 Mental Health  

 Domestic and Sexual abuse  

 Refugee and Asylum Seeking Women  

 Sport for Change  

 Young people aged between 11 and 25   
 Sexually Exploited and Trafficked Young people  
 Young People and Alcohol  
 Young people with Mental Health Problems  

 Local Communities  
 
Comic Relief has also announced two new programmes coming soon in the areas 
of:  

 Young Carers (managed by the Princess Royal Trust for Carers)  

 Older People.  
 
There are no minimum or maximum grants in most of these programmes, but on 
average grants are of between £25,000 and £40,000 per year. Funding can be 
used to cover:  

 Running costs  

 Capital costs.  
 
Building costs, generally, are given a very low priority, and they will only fund these 
in exceptional circumstances.  
 
Grant funding is available to a wide range of community and voluntary 
organisations including:  

 constituted voluntary and community groups  

 charities  

 social enterprises  

 co-operatives  

 faith organisations  

 community interest companies.  
 
Applications are assessed quarterly and the next deadline is the 24th July 
2009. 
http://www.comicrelief.com/apply_for_a_grant
 
Comic Relief Small Grants Available Through Herts Community Foundation  

 
Hertfordshire Community Foundation (along with other foundations across the UK) is 
now inviting applications for grants up to £10,000 that they are distributing on behalf 
of Comic Relief.  These ‘small grants’ will be available up to 31 March 2011.  

http://www.comicrelief.com/apply_for_a_grant
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Community groups, residents associations, community centres, social enterprises, 
Community Interest Companies and credit unions working in a disadvantaged or 
deprived area are eligible to apply for a grant for a range of activities that will;  
 

 increase access to sport and exercise for people who face social exclusion 
and isolation  

 help people who are experiencing difficulties in their lives to regain their 
confidence and self-esteem 

 build the skills of local people 

 increase community cohesion 

 respond to local economic needs 
 
To apply, applicants must contact Hertfordshire Community Foundation on tel. 01707 
251351 or via e-mail at office@hertscf.org.uk.  Further details will be made available 
on the website shortly at: www.hertscf.org.uk.  
 
 

mailto:office@hertscf.org.uk
http://www.hertscf.org.uk/
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LLAATTEESSTT  FFUUNNDDIINNGG  OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS  
 
Quick guide to eligibility: 
 
Local Authority LA 
Registered Charity Ch 
Social Enterprise SE 
Voluntary or Community Group VC 
Town or Parish Council 
Individuals 

TP 
In 

 
 

RReedduucciinngg  ccrriimmee  aanndd  ccrreeaattiinngg  aa  ssaaffeerr  DDaaccoorruumm  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission has launched its Strategic Funding 
Programme Ch  SE  VC  [LA eligible as a partner] 
The Equality and Human Rights Commission has launched its Strategic Funding 
Programme available to organisations offering legal advice on equality and human 
rights issues. The funding programme is primarily aimed at projects providing 
specialist legal advice and representation in equality and human rights. The 
Commission is also particularly keen to fund activity where there is currently no 
provision or access to advice, as well as to projects which promote awareness and 
understanding of equality and human rights laws. The fund will cover two main areas. 
The provision of legal advice, casework and representation to individuals about 
matters falling within the Equality and Human Rights enactments and raising 
awareness and knowledge of equality and human rights. The maximum available 
funding for a single organisation is £150,000 per year and projects providing advice, 
casework and representation may be funded for up to three years. The deadline for 
applications for legal projects is 5pm, August 7th, 2009. 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/funding-programme-launched-for-
legal-equality-and-human-rights-projects/ 
 

CCrreeaattiinngg  aa  cclleeaanneerr  aanndd  hheeaalltthhiieerr  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  
 
One Planet Living Grant Scheme Ch  VC   
Through the OPL Grant scheme, schools, community groups and charitable 
organisations can apply to their local B&Q store for funding to support a local 
community project. Projects must support at least one of the following themes:  

 Environment/Energy Saving 

 Natural Habitats/Wildlife 

 Local Culture/Heritage.  
The scheme provides £50 to £250 (at retail cost) of B&Q materials, for example, 
pond liners, plants, peat-free compost for projects such as a pond/wildlife garden or 
paints labelled low or minimal VOC for redecoration projects.   
Applications can be submitted at any time up to the 30th September 2009. 
http://www.diy.com/diy/jsp/bq/templates/content_lookup.jsp?content=/aboutbandq/so
cial_responsibility_2007/better_neighbourhood.jsp&menu=aboutbandq 
 
GreenPrints Ch  VC   
A partnership of five of the country's leading not-for-profit organisations have come 
together to provide support and funding to help young people improve green spaces 
in our communities. SITA Trust, v the youth volunteering charity, BTCV, The Wildlife 
Trusts and the BBC's Breathing Places campaign, have joined forces to develop a 
two-year programme called GreenPrints which will offer funding of up to £10,000, as 

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/funding-programme-launched-for-legal-equality-and-human-rights-projects/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/funding-programme-launched-for-legal-equality-and-human-rights-projects/
http://www.diy.com/diy/jsp/bq/templates/content_lookup.jsp?content=/aboutbandq/social_responsibility_2007/better_neighbourhood.jsp&menu=aboutbandq
http://www.diy.com/diy/jsp/bq/templates/content_lookup.jsp?content=/aboutbandq/social_responsibility_2007/better_neighbourhood.jsp&menu=aboutbandq
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well as support and practical expertise from the partners, to enable 16-25 year olds 
to make a real difference to the communities in which they live. The funding is open 
to not for profit organisations for projects designed and delivered by groups of 
volunteers aged 16 to 25. SITA Trust and v have each pledged £1 million to fund the 
programme, making it one of the largest single investments made by either 
organisation to any funding programme. The overall programme will be managed 
using the expertise and experience of SITA Trust and BTCV. One of the most 
unusual elements of this programme is the individual, dedicated mentor-support that 
will be provided by the BTCV and The Wildlife Trusts to assist with the practical 
delivery of every single project that is supported. The next application deadline is 
the 12th August 2009.  
http://www.sitatrust.org.uk 
 
E.ON Sustainable Energy Fund Ch  VC   
E.On the power and gas generating and distributing company has announced the 
launch of a new Sustainable Energy Fund. The E.ON Sustainable Energy Fund 
offers grants of up to £20,000 to community groups and not for profit organisations 
who wish to consider and implement sustainable energy projects in their buildings. 
Projects that can be considered include; the purchase and installation of one or more 
renewable energy technologies (e.g. wind, solar thermal, PV, wood etc); the 
renovation of existing facilities to incorporate micro-generation technology (e.g. the 
reinstatement of a watermill and the purchase of a turbine to produce hydro-
electricity); an energy efficiency makeover for your building that could demonstrate 
significant energy savings and also behavioural change amongst users; and the use 
of new or innovative technology to deliver either energy savings or micro-generation 
capacity. To be eligible organisations must benefit specific community groups 
namely: Young people; Elderly people; and People in fuel poverty.  The next closing 
date for applications is the 16th October 2009. 
http://www.eon-uk.com/about/sustainableenergyfund.aspx 
 

DDeelliivveerriinngg  lliiffeelloonngg  lleeaarrnniinngg    
 
Free distance learning course for volunteers In 
The Certificate in Interpersonal Skills for Volunteers, run by the University of Wales, 
Lampeter has helped hundreds of people over the years improve their interpersonal 
skills. You don't need to be a volunteer to take advantage of this course, everybody 
can benefit from improved interpersonal skills.  At the moment the course is 
available free of charge for UK and EU residents who do not hold (and are not 
currently studying for) a degree or higher qualification. Simply use the promotional 
code LAMP99 when applying online at www.volstudy.ac.uk. Students who do 
already have a degree can also use this code and save £99 reducing the fees to 
£199.  The course is part-time distance learning with no exams. It has monthly start 
dates and the course is fully accredited by the University of Wales and can lead to a 
BA Degree in Voluntary Sector Studies. The University also runs postgraduate 
courses leading to an MA.  If you would like to know more then please visit the 
website at www.volstudy.ac.uk or phone 01570 424785. 
 
New Fund to Assist Market Towns  
Action for Market Towns (AMT),the national membership group representing the 
interest of Market Towns, has announced the launch of a new grant scheme to help 
towns share their good ideas and practical projects with each other. The Towns-4-
Towns Fund Best Practice Transfer Fund will provide grants of between £100 and 
£500 to transfer good practice in regenerating market towns. All applications should 
be joint applications. They must include one 'Tutor' town (who will share and 
transfer their successful scheme) and one 'Learner' town (who will take on the 
scheme). At least one of the towns must be a Premium Town Member of AMT. The 
Towns-4-Towns fund will cover 40% of your project costs.  AMT need evidence that 

http://www.eon-uk.com/about/sustainableenergyfund.aspx
http://www.volstudy.ac.uk/
http://www.volstudy.ac.uk/
http://www.sitatrust.org.uk
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you can bring in the 60% match funding to make the scheme transfer a success. 
Applications can be submitted at any time. 
http://towns.org.uk/2009/06/01/towns-4-towns-best-practice-transfer-fund/ 
 
Charity Technology Exchange Ch 
Charity Technology Exchange (CTX) enables eligible charities to gain access to 
donations of the latest technology from major companies including Microsoft, Cisco 
and Symantec.  To see the full range of donors, available products and how to 
apply for a donation, go to www.ctxchange.org.  

 

EEnnccoouurraaggiinngg  bbuussiinneessss  aanndd  llooccaall  eemmppllooyymmeenntt    
 
East of England Community Fund  Ch  VC  SE 
This has been launched by the Learning and Skills Council and the European Social 
Fund. Its aim is to support third sector organisations who are working with people 
who face barriers to the labour market or to mainstream skills provision.  European 
Social fund will support a range of activities which assist unemployed or economically 
inactive people in the East of England to move closer to main stream skills provision. 
Small voluntary and community organisations are invited to apply for grants of up to 
£12,000. They can use the grant to work with people who are unemployed or 
economically inactive aged 16 years or older. For more information and closing dates 
for applications visit www.grantsadmin.co.uk/eastengland_grants  
 
Village SOS Ch  VC  SE 
The Big Lottery Fund (BIG) together with the BBC have announced the launch of 
Village SOS, a new initiative that is searching for up to six villages with a great 
business idea and six enterprising individuals to act as Village Champions and help 
them achieve their ambitions. Invited to apply are all types of voluntary and 
community organisations such as:  

 charities  

 community organisations  

 social enterprises  

 village and community based co-operatives.  
They must represent:  

 rural villages across the UK with fewer than 3,000 people that have an idea 
for a new business that could bring energy and life back into the community.  
The final six projects will share up to £3 million and will take part in a major prime 
time BBC One series, launched as a Learning Campaign to support more villages 
to develop their idea.  The deadline for applications is the 14th August 2009. 
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_village_sos.htm?regioncode=-
uk&status=theProg 

 

MMeeeettiinngg  hhoouussiinngg  nneeeedd    
 
No new opportunities to report on this month. 
 

PPrroommoottiinngg  ccuullttuurree,,  aarrttss,,  lleeiissuurree  aanndd  ttoouurriissmm    
 
New Youth Music fund launched  Ch  VC 
Youth Music launched its new funding programme on 30 June 2009, for music 
projects providing music-making activities to children aged zero to 18. Applications 
will be via its first ever online application form and grants for between £5,000 and 
£30,000 will be available to projects running for six to 24 months.  The fund is 
available to projects that provide structured, regular and progressive music-making 
activities for children and young people in support of Youth Music’s three goals of: 

 working with Early Years,  

http://towns.org.uk/2009/06/01/towns-4-towns-best-practice-transfer-fund/
http://www.ctxchange.org/
http://www.grantsadmin.co.uk/eastengland_grants
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_village_sos.htm?regioncode=-uk&status=theProg
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_village_sos.htm?regioncode=-uk&status=theProg
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 Children and Young People in challenging circumstances and  

 Encouraging Talent.   
To be eligible, projects will need to work with children and young people aged zero to 
18 years (or up to 25 if they have special educational needs, disabilities or are in 
detention) and children and young people will be at the heart of the decision making 
for all projects.  The fund will support and promote innovation, partnership working 
and workforce development. www.youthmusic.org.uk  
 
Arts Council Launches Grant Scheme to Help Arts Organisations Through 
Recession Ch  VC 
The Arts Council England has announced that its new £40 million grant scheme 
Sustain is now open for applications. Sustain is the Arts Council England's response 
to the impact of the recession on arts organisations whose sustainability is important 
in delivering their mission of great art for everyone. Sustain provides grants to arts 
organisations to help them maintain their artistic, financial and organisational viability 
during the recession and implement essential changes to ensure their long-term 
sustainability. Sustain will make one-off awards between £75,000 to £3 million 
(unless there are exceptional circumstances) to cover the period 2009-2011 and 
spending must commence within 12 months of the award being granted. Potential 
uses for Sustain funding include; resolving cash flow problems; maintaining the 
quality of artistic output; purchasing essential capital assets; continuing education, 
community and audience development work; completing building repairs and 
renewals ; and developing necessary organisational capability. Applications can be 
submitted at any time.  
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/sustain
 
Cash 4 Clubs (new!) 
Sports club that are registered with their sport's National Governing Body or local 
authority can apply for grants of up to £1,000 through the Cash 4 Clubs grants 
scheme. Cash 4 Clubs is a sports funding scheme which gives clubs a unique 
chance to apply for grants to improve facilities, purchase new equipment, gain 
coaching qualifications, and generally invest in the sustainability of their club. In 2008 
over £30,000 was given out in grants to 30 community sports clubs across the UK. 
There are three tiers of grants at £250, £500 and £1,000. Previous grants have been 
awarded to the Southampton Canoe club which received a grant of £1,000 towards 
purchasing junior paddles and safety equipment; the Rugby Sea Cadets which 
received a grant of £1,000 to maintain and replace safety equipment; and Ipswich 
Basketball which received a grant of £1,000 to initiate a new women's team aimed at 
the 16+ league. Applications can be submitted at any time and grants are 
awarded on a quarterly basis. 
http://cash-4-clubs.com/ 
 
MLA Announces Two New Grant Schemes Ch  VC 
The Museums, Libraries, Archives Council (MLA) has announced that it has two new 
grants programmes that are now open to applications from museums, libraries and 
archives across England. The two programmes are; The Literature & Storytelling 
Phase 2 scheme and the Young Cultural Creator scheme. The Literature & 
Storytelling Phase 2 scheme has 27 grants of £750 available to enable families to 
learn together using museum, library and archive collections. Funding will pay for the 
delivery of family storytelling events across England, which will support audiences to 
engage with collections in new ways. The Young Cultural Creator scheme has 27 
grants of £750 to £1,000 available for museums, libraries and archives working in 
partnership with students to create poetry inspired by collections. Funding will pay for 
projects that will build the capacity of cultural services to deliver social and learning 
outcomes to vulnerable young people. Schemes will take place between October 200 
9 and February 2010.  

http://cash-4-clubs.com/
http://www.youthmusic.org.uk
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/sustain
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They will work with groups of young people outside mainstream education or at risk 
of exclusion - from Pupil Referral Units and other Children's' Services. The closing 
date for applications is the 19th July 2009.  
http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/setting_pace/festival%20of%20storytelling 
 
MLA Launches New Learning Challenge Fund Ch  VC 
The Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) has announced that a new 
Challenge Fund to promote adult informal learning is now available to museums, 
libraries and archive venues in England.  The Museums, Libraries and Archives 
Council (MLA) is looking for partnership bids with self-organised groups of adult 
learners to support them in the use of our spaces and resources in new ways.  
Museums, libraries and archives may apply for grants of up to £5000 from a pot of 
£100,000. The minimum that organisations can apply for is £500 for projects to be 
delivered by end March 2010.  The MLA Challenge Fund is highlighted in the 
Learning Revolution White Paper as part of the implementation of a new informal 
adult learning movement.  It is intended to encourage museums, libraries and 
archives to develop new approaches to partnership working and could fund;  the 
purchase of equipment to support the self-organised group/s to make use of the 
collection (e.g. a camera/projector); waiving room hire charges; the development of 
workshops using the museum, library or archive collection; an exhibition or learning 
event in the museum, library or archive space; and ' or the development of a 
publication, etc. The deadline for applications is noon on the 17th July 2009.  
http://www.mla.gov.uk/news_and_views/press/releases/2009/AIL_Challenge_Fund 
 
Sport England Innovation Fund  Ch  VC  SE  LA 
Sport England has announced that its new Innovation Fund is now open for 
applications. The overall aim of this £5 million grants programme is to invest in new 
ideas which will reach a whole new audience, and provide better, more exciting 
sports opportunities to a wider range of people, some of whom, perhaps, think that 
sport is not for them. Grants of between £10,000 and £500,000 will be available to 
sports clubs, voluntary or community organisations, local authorities, education 
establishments (such as schools, colleges and universities) and national governing 
bodies of sport. Grants will be awarded to small-scale but groundbreaking 
innovative projects that have the ability to become the scaled-up, widespread 
activities that deliver high quality community sport in future years. Sport England is 
looking to support between 10 and 20 projects and there is a two stage application 
process. The closing date for stage 1 of the application process is 5 pm on the 
10th August and applicants will be notified of the outcome in October 2009. 
http://funding.sportengland.org/funding_programmes/innovation_fund1.aspx 
 

EEnnccoouurraaggiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittyy  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt      
  

The BIG Family Idea  
The Big Lottery Fund in partnership with National Family Week is inviting people of 
all ages in the UK to enter the BIG Family Idea competition, with an idea that could 
improve family life, either in their street or revolutionises life for families throughout 
the UK. The idea could aim to change government legislation; help disadvantaged 
families; encourage a healthier family lifestyle; or enhance communication between 
family members. There are no restrictions on the size of the idea, and this could be a 
product; service; event; campaign; or a great social idea. BIG will provide £150,000 
of Big Lottery Fund to an organisation who can develop the winning idea. An 
example of a great idea includes; The Walking Bus. There's a driver at the front and 
a conductor at the back (specially trained parents), it takes the same route to school 
every day picking the kids up along the way. The closing date for entries is the 
31st July 2009. 
 
 

http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/setting_pace/festival%20of%20storytelling_
http://www.mla.gov.uk/news_and_views/press/releases/2009/AIL_Challenge_Fund
http://funding.sportengland.org/funding_programmes/innovation_fund1.aspx
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The Guardian Charity Awards 2009  Ch 
The Guardian Charity Awards 2009, sponsored by Media and the National Council of 
voluntary Organisations, are open to UK social welfare charities that can 
demonstrate excellence and achievement in what they do. Eligible charities must 
also have been registered in the UK for more than two years and have an annual 
income of between £5,000 and £1 million. The awards offer a leg-up to organisations 
that are delivering practical solutions to present-day problems, especially in today's 
challenging economic circumstances. Each winner will receive £1,000 cash, a PC 
and a range of consultancy and media advice. Previous winners include; Action for 
Sustainable Living - a Manchester-based community charity that encourages people 
to change their lifestyles and live more sustainable; Envision - a group set up by 
young people to engage other young people in social and environmental 
volunteering; and Straight Talking Peer Education - a group that works both to tackle 
Britain's high rates of teenage pregnancy and to empower and support teenage 
parents. The deadline for entries is the 31st July 2009 and winners will be 
announced in December.  http://www.guardian.co.uk/charity-awards-2009 
 
Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust Grants Making Programme Ch 
The Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust awards grants to charitable organisations in 
the United Kingdom and overseas. The trustees welcome applications for projects 
within the following areas for the next three years. These categories are then 
repeated in a three-year rotation. 2009 Community & Disability (Deadline for 
applications: 1st Nov 2009); 2010 Children; Youth; The Elderly; Medical (Deadline 
for applications:1st June & 1st Nov 2010); 2011 Music and the Arts; Overseas 
(Deadline for applications:1st June & 1st Nov 2011);Please note that, for 2010, only 
Medical Research projects dealing with the ageing population will be considered. The 
other priorities - Children, Youth and the Elderly - as well as other non-research 
based medical work are still welcome. If your charity's work falls within one of these 
categories and would like to be considered for a grant, please submit an application 
by 1st June or 1st November only in the appropriate year. Grants are usually 
between £1,000 and £10,000, with the majority being £5,000 or less. Exceptionally, 
grants of up to £20,000 are made, but these are usually for medical research 
projects. Previous grants awarded include a grant of £5,000 towards a resource 
centre providing advice and training for workers dealing with mental health in rural 
areas and £5,000 towards a project aimed at behavioural programme for persistent 
young offenders. 
http://www.austin-hope-pilkington.org.uk/ 

 
TalkTalk's Innovation In The Community Awards Ch  VC 
TalkTalk's Innovation in the Community Awards enable charity and community 
groups throughout the UK to harness the power of the Internet. This year’s awards 
will be open for applications from the 1st July to the 30th September 2009. 
Through the awards 30 cash prizes of £2000 are available. Five overall winners will 
receive an additional £250 of technology equipment. Talk Talk are keen to fund any 
technology project which extends the work of the organisation concerned.  Previous 
winners include Street League, a nationwide charity using football as a means of 
getting disadvantaged people into work and education. Participants in its training 
sessions and competitive football leagues, also complete sports-themed modules in 
CV- writing, job searching and personal development. Street League will use its 
award to redevelop its website to create a social networking facility for site users, and 
increase the uptake of IT training.  Aspire helps people with spinal cord injuries to 
access computers through specialist equipment in hospitals and at home. The grant 
will go towards helping even more people get online, however severe their injuries. 
http://www.talktalk.co.uk/information/innovation-in-the-community 

 
 

http://www.austin-hope-pilkington.org.uk/
http://www.talktalk.co.uk/information/innovation-in-the-community
http://www.guardian.co.uk/charity-awards/winners-2009
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MMeeeettiinngg  tthhee  nneeeeddss  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  yyoouunngg  ppeeooppllee      
 
Big Challenge Ch  VC  In 
UnLtd, has announced that the year 2 of the Big Challenge competition will be 
launched on the 4th July 2009. The Big Challenge is a competition for young people 
funded by Vodafone and youth charity "V", along with social enterprise foundation 
and competition organisers UnLtd. The contest offers either groups of young people 
or those working on their own aged between 16 and 25 the chance to win a share of 
£60,000 funding to carry out projects that use volunteering to help tackle the 
problems facing the 21st century. Individuals can apply on their own or in a group 
with other young people. Applications can be submitted in any creative format and 
will be shortlisted by UnLtd Youth Leadership Team before a final vote by the public. 
Successful applicants will get part of the Challenge fund they will have their project 
costs paid for and support and mentoring over the rest of the Challenge year to make 
their ideas a reality. On the 4th July the Youth Leadership Team will make their 
decision about this year's most pressing issue for the Big Challenge to address. .  
http://www.bigchallenge.org.uk/default.aspx 
 
Beacon Radio Youth Volunteering Fund Ch  VC 
Beacon Radio has teamed up with the v Charity to fund young volunteering 
opportunities in the community. £50,000 is available to fund activities / projects that 
can put forward proposals to engage young people, aged 16-25 to volunteer in new 
and creative projects that will benefit the community. Not for profit and non state 
funded organisation can apply for up to £10,000. The aim is to inspire a new 
generation of young volunteers to get involved in volunteering and community action. 
Projects can be taster or short-term sessions that enable young people to get a 
flavour of volunteering and a sense of its potential value to themselves and their local 
community. Applications can be submitted at any time.  

 
vcashpoint Re-opens for Applications from Young Volunteers  In 
v, the independent charity set up to encourage young people to volunteer, has 
announced that the 5th funding round of its vcashpoint scheme is now open for 
applications. Working in partnership with the HSBC bank, vcashpoint is a £1 million 
initiative that will provide grants of up to £2,500 to young people to set up their own 
volunteering projects within their community. The type of activities that could be 
supported could include; running activities for children; transforming a community 
space; supporting victims of bullying; running workshops for young people; setting up 
a local campaign; clearing up a beach; running music art or sports events for 
disadvantaged people; and organising a festival to bring different cultures or 
communities together, etc. Examples of young people receiving support through 
vcashpoint include; Valentina Wong, 24 from North West London, who was awarded 
a vcashpoint grant of £2,500 for her project, "CY on Air". Aimed at 16─25 year olds, 
CY o! n Air provides young British Chinese people with role models and training in 
the skills they need to pursue careers in broadcasting; and Michelle Brodie, 21, and 
Laura Stanley, 22, received a grant from vcashpoint for their "Food, Farming & 
Fairtrade" project which enables children from two primary schools in Oldham to find 
out more about the countryside and where food comes from. The next application 
deadline is 12 noon on the 17th August 2009.  
http://www.vgrantfunding.com/cashpoint/init.pl 
 

IImmpprroovviinngg  ssoocciiaall  ccaarree  aanndd  hheeaalltthh    
 
Social Enterprise Investment Fund Opens for Business SE 
Futurebuilders England has announced that the next round of funding under the 
Social Enterprise Investment Fund (SEIF) is now open for applications. The SEIF 
provides investment to help both new and existing social enterprises grow and 

http://www.bigchallenge.org.uk/default.aspx
http://www.vgrantfunding.com/cashpoint/init.pl
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improve their services in the delivery of innovative health and social care services. 
The Fund was set up in 2007 as part of the Government's plans for stimulating 
expansion in the role of social enterprise in the provision of health and social care. 
The Fund is managed by Futurebuilders in partnership with Partnerships UK, on 
behalf of the Department for Health. The Fund has helped more than 150 social 
enterprises by investing over £20 million since it was first launched in 2007. There is 
more than £70 million still available. The Social Enterprise Investment Fund provides 
loans and grants as well as business support.  Social enterprises that can apply to 
SEIF include; multi-agency partnerships, particularly voluntary and community 
groups wishing to use their expertise to provide services across health and social 
care; existing social enterprises looking to expand into health and social care; and 
groups of professionals. Applications can be submitted at any time.  

 
Funding to Develop Mental Health Anti-Discrimination Projects In 
Mind the Mental Health charity has announced that it will be making grants of around 
£2,500 to individuals and groups with direct experience of mental distress the 
opportunity to get their own mental health anti-discrimination projects up and running. 
Mind will be selecting 16 groups or individuals to become an Open Up Initiative (2 in 
each region of England) and work with them over a period of one year. The scheme 
helps people to get their Initiatives up and running by providing funding towards 
expenses plus training, mentoring and promotions support. If you would like support 
with your application please email ouinitiatives@mind.org.uk or telephone Mind on 
020 8519 2122 and ask to speak to a member of the Open Up team. The deadline 
for applications is 5pm on the 15th August 2009.  
http://www.open-up.org.uk/initiatives 
 

MMeeeettiinngg  tthhee  nneeeeddss  ooff  oollddeerr  ppooeeppllee    
 
No new opportunities to report on this month. 

 

FFOORRTTHHCCOOMMIINNGG  FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSIINNGG  TTRRAAIINNIINNGG  CCOOUURRSSEESS  
 
No new courses to report on this month. 

 

UUSSEEFFUULL  FFUUNNDDIINNGG  RREESSOOUURRCCEESS  

  
Search for funding opportunities at ‘Grants 4: Dacorum’ for FREE at 
http://www.grants4.info/dacorum/  
 
Community Action Dacorum provides specialist funding advice to local voluntary and 
community groups including the management of the new Grassroots Grants 
Programme http://www.dacorumcvs.org.uk 
 
Hertfordshire County Council’s funding information portal.  Useful toolkits, funding 
databases and local grant information. http://www.hertscc.gov.uk/hern 
 
An online guide for voluntary and community groups seeking grant aid applicable to 
Hertfordshire. http://www.funding4herts.org.uk   
 
FREE downloadable software programmes from Funder Finder for voluntary and 
community organisations just starting out on grant applications.  Including ‘Apply 
Yourselves’ http://www.funderfinder.org.uk/applyyou.php and ‘Budget Yourselves’ 
http://www.funderfinder.org.uk/budgetyou.php  

mailto:ouinitiatives@mind.org.uk
http://www.open-up.org.uk/initiatives
http://www.grants4.info/dacorum/
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AACCCCEESSSSIIBBIILLIITTYY  

  

This publication is about Dacorum's external 
funding service.  If you would like this information 
provided in any other language or another way, 
then please telephone 01442 228789.  

 
 

 
 

 
                                       

 
 

 
  

 

For further details on anything featured in this newsletter please contact Sue Butt, 
Corporate External Funding Officer, Dacorum Borough Council, Civic Centre, Marlowes, 

Hemel Hempstead HP1 1HH.   
Tel. 01442 228789,  E-mail: sue.butt@dacorum.gov.uk.  Website: 

www.dacorum.gov.uk 
 

Information in this newsletter is sourced and provided by Grants Online and the 
websites of the funders mentioned.  Funding opportunities constantly change and 
whilst every effort is made to ensure the information within this newsletter is 
accurate this cannot be guaranteed. 

 

 


