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Introduction 

Dacorum Borough Council is looking to appoint consultants to produce an 
archaeological assessment of proposed development sites, known as Local 
Allocations.  The archaeological assessments will inform the preparation of 
masterplans for each of these sites. 

This brief sets out the context of this project, the work required and the timescales 
envisaged.  However, the final specification, process and programme will be 
agreed with the successful firm, following their appointment.   

Context 

The Council is developing a new Local Planning Framework (LPF) to replace the 
Dacorum Borough Local Plan 1991-2011, which was adopted in 2004.  The Core 
Strategy is the principal document within this LPF. 

The Core Strategy was submitted for examination in June 2012 and a public 
hearing was held in October 2012.  Following the receipt of the Inspector’s initial 
findings, the Council is currently consulting on modifications to the Core Strategy. 
The Council hopes to be able to adopt the Core Strategy in April 2013.  

In order to meet the proposed 2006-2031 housing target, the Core Strategy 
identifies six ‘Local Allocations’.  It is proposed to release these sites from the 
Green Belt and provide up to 1,550 homes.  The Core Strategy states that: 
 

“Local Allocations are modest extensions to some of our towns and large 
villages.  They will help maintain existing populations, meet local housing 
needs and plug gaps in local infrastructure.  They are focused upon meeting 
specific local needs and the future vision for that particular place.” 

The Local Allocations are listed below and maps showing the location of these 
sites can be found in Appendix 1.  The maps in Appendix 1 show the indicative 
development areas.  For LA1 and LA5, the maps also show adjoining areas for 
possible strategic landscaping, which should also be investigated in stage 1 of the 
archaeological assessment.  

Ref. Site Location 

LA1  Marchmont Farm, Hemel Hempstead 
 

LA2 Old Town, Hemel Hempstead 
 

LA3 West Hemel Hempstead 
 

LA4 Land at and to the rear of Hanburys, Shootersway, Berkhamsted 
 

LA5 Icknield Way, Tring 
 

LA6 Chesham Road / Molyneux Avenue, Bovingdon 
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One of the other components of the Local Planning Framework will be the Site 
Allocations Development Plan Document (SADPD).  This document will allocate 
land for housing and other specific purposes such as retail and employment.  
Issues and Options consultation documents on the SADPD were published in 2006 
and 2008, but progress was then put ‘on hold’, to enable the Council to 
concentrate on the Core Strategy. 

Now that the Core Strategy is moving towards close to adoption, the Council’s 
main priority on the Local Planning Framework will be the SADPD.  Publication of 
the SADPD Pre-Submission version (i.e. the draft plan) is scheduled for autumn 
2013. 

The autumn 2013 document will include more detailed guidance on the Local 
Allocations than provided by the Core Strategy.  Also in autumn 2013, the Council 
will consult on draft masterplans for each of the Local Allocations.  Maps to be 
included in the draft masterplans will, amongst other things, show proposed 
housing development areas and road access.  

The Council recognises that archaeology is one of the main issues to be taken 
into account in preparing the draft masterplans.  Therefore, the Council is seeking 
to appoint consultants to undertake an archaeological assessment of the Local 
allocations.   

Archaeological assessments and advice already produced or proposed 

A Desk-Based Assessment of Local Allocation LA3 (West Hemel Hempstead) was 
produced in August 2012.  This DBA is compliant with current Government 
guidance in the National Planning Policy Framework (NNPF).  The landowners 
have indicated their intention to commission their own further more detailed 
archaeological assessment.   
 
Appendix 2 provides information for the other Local Allocations, including: 
 

 Whether an archaeological desk-based assessment (DBA) been carried out 
and, if so, what conclusions were reached.  A DBA has been produced only 
for site LA1 (Marchmont Farm) and this dates from 2004, so is not NPPF 
compliant. 
 

 Advice received from Hertfordshire County Council’s Archaeology Unit.  
During 2012, Kate Batt (Historic Environment Advisor) sent letters advising 
the Borough Council on sites LA1, 2 and 5.  The County Council has also 
advised on LAs 4 and 6. 

 

 The Core Strategy Statement of Common Ground (i.e. summary of the 
‘archaeology’ section in the Statement of Common Ground produced jointly 
by Dacorum Borough Council and landowners/developers for the Core 
Strategy public examination, October 2012) 

 Electronic copies of the DBAs, the County Council’s letters and the Statements of 
Common Ground can be supplied on request.  Please contact John Chapman at 
Dacorum Borough Council (see page 5 below for contact details).  
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Requirements for consultancy advice 

 The consultants will be required to carry out an archaeological assessment of all 
the Local Allocations except LA3 (West Hemel Hempstead).  In respect of the other 
Local Allocations, the assessment will involve two stages, as explained below: 

 Stage 1: Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (DBA).  The 
consultants must produce a Written Scheme of Investigation, which  should: 

- cover Local Allocations LA1, 2, 4, 5, and 6; 

- include the results of a detailed walk over survey; 

- use the new Institute for Archaeologists (IfA) version of the DBA 
standards and guidance 2012; 

- respond to a design brief to be produced by the Hertfordshire 
Historic Environment Unit (HHEU) in March 2013, including 
reference to Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC), and 
modelling of archaeological potential based on evidence from 
the wider landscape, including topography, soils etc.; and    

-  be compliant with Government guidance in section 12 of the 
NPPF.  

 Stage 2: Additional assessment.  Based on the results of the DBAs and 
discussions with HHEU, additional archaeological assessment consisting of 
geophysical survey and limited targeted evaluation by trial-trench or test pit 
(approximately 1% of sampled areas) is likely to be required for at least 
some of the Local Allocations. The purpose and scope of such work would 
be to identify the presence/absence of any heritage assets of a scale and 
quality sufficient to represent a significant constraint on development of the 
sites in line with the masterplans.   

A more detailed investigation of a site’s archaeological interest will be undertaken 
in conjunction with a formal planning application.  This will allow the design of a 
programme of archaeological mitigation appropriate to the site’s level of 
archaeological interest.  This detailed work is not covered by this initial project 
brief.  

Process and timescales 

Expertise 

Information should be provided on qualifications and previous experience in 
providing similar advice to other local planning authorities for those persons 
included in the submission.  You should include the names of a minimum of two 
references who can be contacted.  At least one of these should be a local 
authority. 
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Please also submit an example(s) of similar work you have undertaken elsewhere. 

Conflicts of interest 

It should be specified in the tender submission whether there are any conflicts of 
interest and, if so, how these will be dealt with. 

Management of the project 

The project will be managed by the Borough Council’s Strategic Planning and 
Regeneration Team.  The principal contact will be: 

John Chapman (working days: Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays) 
Strategic Planning and Regeneration 
Telephone: 01442 228566 
Email: john.chapman@dacorum.gov.uk 
 
Dacorum Borough Council 
Civic Centre 
Hemel Hempstead 
Hertfordshire 
HP1 1HH 
 
If John Chapman is not available, please contact: 
 
Laura Wood 
Team Leader – Strategic Planning 
Telephone: 01442 228661 
Email: laura.wood@dacorum.gov.uk 
 
Throughout this project, Hertfordshire County Council’s Archaeology Unit will be 
liaising with the consultants and advising the Borough Council.   The principal 
contact at the County Council will be:   
 
Kate Batt 
Historic Environment Advisor 
Telephone: 01992 555288 
Email: kate.batt@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Hertfordshire County Council 
County Hall 
Pegs Lane 
Hertford 
Hertfordshire 
SG13 8DQ 
 

Contractual Arrangements 

 

The Council reserves the right to terminate the contract if it considers the quality or 
output falls short of that set out in the tender, or if there are other reasonable 

mailto:john.chapman@dacorum.gov.uk
mailto:laura.wood@dacorum.gov.uk
mailto:kate.batt@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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grounds for dissatisfaction e.g. advice is not being provided within a reasonable 
timescale or is not sufficiently robust. 
The successful consultant will be permitted to sub-contract parts of the contract, 
subject to the Council’s written agreement.  The main consultant will be 
responsible for the performance of any sub-contractor. 
 
Payment 
 
It is expected that payment will be made upon satisfactory completion of the work, 
following receipt of an invoice.  Any interim payments will be subject to discussion 
with and the written agreement of the Council.   
 
Timescale for submission of quotation 
 
Your proposal should be returned by 5.00pm on Friday 15 March 2013 in 
electronic form only to: 
 
Sue: please add relevant email address 
 
The proposal should indicate: 
 

 Your fees (including expenses) in respect of stage 1 (Desk-Based 
Assessment), with the fees broken to show the cost for each Local 
Allocation (except LA3).   

  

 Your indicative fees (including expenses) for stage 2, with the fees broken 
to show the cost for each Local Allocation (except LA3).  However, as 
stated on page 4, a decision will not be made on which of the Local 
Allocations will be included in stage 2 until the results of stage 1 are 
available. 

 
The decision on the appointment will be made on the basis of the written 
submission, references from other local authorities and the interview process (if 
required). 

 
It should be noted that the Council is not obliged to accept the lowest, or indeed 
any of the proposals put forward. 

 
Timescale for consultants’ reports 

It is essential that the consultants’ reports are completed as quickly as possible, so 
that the Council can use these reports in finalising the masterplans and the Pre-
Submission version of the SADPD. 

In view of the above, the timetable for the work is as follows, but it would be 
advantageous if the consultants are able to complete the work earlier: 
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Interviews (if required) Wednesday 27 March 

Inception meeting Friday 5 April (or Wednesday 10 April if 
key people are unavailable due to 

Easter holidays) 

Draft stage 1 report Tuesday 30 April 

Meeting with Dacorum and County 
officers to discuss draft stage 1 report 
and approach to stage 2 

Friday 3 May 

Final stage 1 report Tuesday 14 May 

Draft stage 2 report Tuesday 11 June 

Meeting with Dacorum and County 
officers to discuss draft stage 2 report 

Thursday 13 June 

Final stage 2 report Friday 21 June 
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APPENDIX 1: MAPS SHOWING THE LOCAL ALLOCATIONS 
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APPENDIX 2: ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT OF THE LOCAL ALLOCATIONS (EXCEPT LA3): PROGRESS AT 

FEBRUARY 2013 

 

Ref. Site Location Core Strategy 
proposals 

Desk-Based Assessment 
(DBA) 

Advice from County Archaeology (CA) Core Strategy 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
 

LA1  Marchmont 
Farm, Hemel 
Hempstead 

 Around 300 
homes 

 Extend 
Margaret Lloyd 
Park 

DBA produced by CgMs 
(October 2004). 

 Conclusions (section 6.0): 
 

 Limited archaeological 
potential.  CA unlikely to 
object to allocation of site. 

 

 Once planning application 
submitted, CA likely to request 
an archaeological evaluation. 

 

 Archaeological evaluation 
likely to be limited to less 
steep gradients in east part of 
site. 
 

Kate Batt’s 15.08.12 letter: 
 

 DBA is insufficient alone to assess 
archaeological interest. 
 

 The 2004 DBA is not consistent with NPPF 
definitions. 

 

 Site possesses moderate potential for 
heritage assets of archaeological interest – 
may constrain design/layout of development. 

 

 Further archaeological assessment needed 
for masterplan stage. 

 

   Assessment should include geophysical 
survey and archaeological field evaluation.   

 

Section 6.0 
summarises DBA 
and Kate Batt’s 
letter. 

LA2 Old Town, 
Hemel 
Hempstead 

 Around 80 
homes 

 

Not undertaken. Kate Batt’s 26.09.12 letter: 
 

  Deliverability Study (produced by Tibbalds 
for DBC, August 2012) does not deal with 
archaeology. 
 

  Site possesses moderate potential for 
heritage assets of archaeological interest – 

Paragraphs 5.1-5.4 
summarise Kate 
Batt’s letter. 



18 
 

may constrain design/layout of development. 
 

   Archaeological assessment needed for 
masterplan stage. 
 

   Assessment should include DBA and 
archaeological topographic survey. 

 

   Archaeological field evaluation involving 
geophysical survey may then be required. 

 

LA4 Land at and 
to the rear of 
Hanburys, 
Shootersway, 
Berkhamsted 

 Around 60 
homes 

 

Not undertaken. CA’s views summarised in Statement of 
Common Ground (see next column).  

 

 

Paragraph 5.1: 

 No heritage assets 
on site. 

 100m from Area of 
archaeological 
significance 54. 

 CA requires 
archaeological 
assessment prior 
to planning 
application.  

 

LA5 Icknield Way, 
Tring 

 Around 150 
homes 

 Playing fields 
and open space 

 Extension to 
employment 

Not undertaken. Kate Batt’s 14.08.12 letter: 

 Statement of Common Ground contains 
adequate reference to historic environment.  

 Archaeological assessment required before 
masterplan. 

Section 6.0 
summarises advice 
from CA:  

 There may be 
archaeological 
remains worthy of 
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area and 
possibly 
cemetery 

 

 The assessment likely to include DBA and 
field evaluation and geophysical survey. 

 

preservation. 

  Archaeological 
assessment 
required before 
masterplan – may 
constrain 
design/layout of 
development.  

LA6 Chesham 
Road / 
Molyneux 
Avenue, 
Bovingdon 

 Around 60 
homes 

 Open space 

 

Probably not.  Marguerite is 
expecting to receive clarification 
from Ministry of Justice 
(landowners) on 18 or 19 
February. 

CA’s views (see paragraph 3.4 of Statement of 
Common Ground): 

 Archaeological remains worthy of 
preservation in situ may be present. 

 Archaeological site impact assessment 
required prior to development proposals. 

 Assessments normally comprise DBA.  
Geotechnical information may also be 
needed. 

 Further archaeological field evaluation may 
be required at masterplanning stage. 

 

Section 3.4 
summarises advice 
from CA (see 
previous column). 

 

 

 


